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Elias Sime
FINAL DROP (የመጨረሻዋ ጠብታ)
James Cohan is pleased to present FINAL DROP (የመጨረሻዋ ጠብታ), an exhibition of new works by Elias Sime, on 
view at 48 Walker Street from February 20 through April 4, 2026. This is Sime’s seventh solo exhibition with James 
Cohan. The gallery will host an opening reception with the artist on Friday, February 20 from 6-8 PM. 

FINAL DROP (የመጨረሻዋ ጠብታ) features new woven electrical wire assemblages from the artist’s 
ongoing Tightrope series. Working with electronic components such as circuit boards, computer keys, and 
telecommunications wires, Sime creates lyrical abstract compositions that shift seamlessly between evocations of 
landscape, urban topography, the human form, and expansive fields of radiant color. These works represent the 
movement of material goods across the globe while illuminating the fragility of our networked existence. Reflecting 
the dynamic interplay between technological progress and human experience, his works capture the ways our lives 
are bound to the devices that surround us.

While recent Tightrope works have been characterized by subtly shifting tonalities, the new works foreground 
sinuous biomorphic forms alongside bold geometric patterning. Ovoid, cellular shapes that suggest droplets of 
water or human gestation and curling vines that evoke budding plant life contain–or are contained–by rhythmic 
cubic tessellations. These juxtapositions between the axonometric and organic allow Sime to posit connections 
between our built and natural environments. As Andria Hickey writes, “The use of organic references here evokes a sense 
of interconnectedness, revealing the ways that mass-produced objects shape both natural and human-made realms. Just as elements 
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in nature go through cycles of growth, decay, and regeneration, the electronic components in Sime’s art undergo a transformation 
from their original purpose to become part of a new artistic creation, echoing the natural cycles of birth, life, death, and renewal.”

As an extension of his art-making, Sime is deeply committed to the preservation and regeneration of vernacular 
Ethiopian architecture. Working with his longtime collaborator, Meskerem Assegued, Sime co-founded, designed, 
and built the award-winning Zoma Museum in Addis Ababa, an environmentally conscious international art center 
described by The New York Times as “a voluptuous dream, a swirl of ancient technique and ecstatic imagination.” 
Zoma Museum celebrated its grand opening in its new location in March 2019, with expanded facilities that 
include a gallery space, library, children’s center, edible garden, elementary school, art and vernacular school, 
amphitheater, cafe and museum shop.

Building on this vision, Sime and Assegued recently designed and built a new cultural center high in the Entoto 
Mountains outside of the city center. Whether conceived as a museum or experienced as a work of art, the 
Entoto site reflects Sime’s distinctive approach: slow, deliberate, and attentive to every detail. At Entoto, art is 
fully integrated into the landscape: pavements are inlaid with butterflies, walls are carved with hieroglyphic birds, 
and large sculpted ducks perched atop tall concrete pillars survey the surrounding terrain, merging architecture, 
sculpture, and environment into a singular, immersive experience.

Elias Sime (b.1968 Addis Ababa, Ethiopia) has been the focus of major international solo exhibitions, most recently 
Elias Sime: Dichotomy ፊት አና ጀርባ at the 60th International Art Exhibition – La Biennale di Venezia. The exhibition 
was on view from April to November 2024 at Spazio Tana, Castello, in Venice, and was organized by Kunstpalast 
Düsseldorf. Selected works from this presentation were later featured in Echo የገደል ማሚቶ, a solo exhibition at 
Kunstpalast Düsseldorf in Germany, which remained on view through June 2025. 

Other solo exhibitions include Eregata እርጋታ at Arnolfini in Bristol, United Kingdom (2023), which was 
accompanied by a catalog and traveled to Hastings Contemporary in Hastings, United Kingdom (2024), Currents 
118: Elias Sime at the Saint Louis Art Museum, MO (2020), Elias Sime: Tightrope, The Wellin Museum of Art at 
Hamilton College, NY (2019), which traveled to the Akron Art Museum in Akron, Ohio, the Kemper Museum of 
Contemporary Art in Kansas City, Missouri, and the Royal Ontario Museum in Toronto, Canada. His installation, 
Roots, is on permanent view at the Johns Hopkins University, Washington D.C. Sime has been featured in 
numerous group exhibitions and biennales, including Arkansas Museum of Fine Arts, Little Rock, AR (2023); 
Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth, Fort Worth, TX (2023); the 59th Venice Biennale, Italy (2022); Royal Academy 
of Arts, London, United Kingdom (2021); NEON, Athens, Greece (2021); Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago, 
Chicago, IL (2018). In 2019, Sime received an African Art Award from the Smithsonian National Museum of African 
Art and was shortlisted for the Hugo Boss Prize 2020. 

Elias Sime’s work is in the permanent collections of over 30 museums including, the Arkansas Museum of Fine 
Arts, Little Rock, AR; Carl & Marilynn Thoma Art Foundation, Santa Fe, NM; Chrysler Museum of Art, Norfolk, 
VA; Detroit Institute of Arts, MI; Des Moines Art Center, Des Moines, IA; de Young Museum, San Francisco, 
CA; Hood Museum of Art, Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH; Israel Museum, Jerusalem, Israel; Johns Hopkins 
University Campus Collection, Baltimore, MD; Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art, Kansas City, MO; 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, NY; Newark Museum, Newark, NJ; North Carolina Museum of Art, Raleigh, 
NC; North Dakota Museum of Art, Grand Forks, ND; Norval Foundation, Cape Town, South Africa; Pérez Art 
Museum Miami, Miami, FL; Pizzuti Collection at the Columbus Museum of Art, Columbus, OH; Rollins Museum 
of Art, Rollins College, Orlando, FL; Royal Ontario Museum, Toronto, Canada; Ruth and Elmer Wellin Museum 
of Art, Hamilton College, Clinton, NY; Saint Louis Art Museum, St. Louis, MO;; Toledo Museum of Art, Toledo, 
OH; Utah Museum of Fine Arts, Salt Lake City, UT; Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, Richmond, VA; and the 21st 
Century Museum of Contemporary Art, Kanazawa, Japan.

For inquiries regarding Elias Sime, please contact Celine Collazo at ccollazo@jamescohan.com or 212.714.9500.

For press inquiries, please contact Sarah Stengel at sstengel@jamescohan.com or 212.714.9500. 


