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Federico Herrero
Volume
OPENING RECEPTION: FRIDAY, JANUARY 17, 6-8 PM 

James Cohan is pleased to present Volume, an exhibition of new work by Federico Herrero at the gallery’s 
Lower East Side location, on view from January 17 through February 23. This is Herrero’s second solo 
exhibition with James Cohan. The gallery will host an opening reception with the artist on Friday, January 17 
from 6–8 PM.
Federico Herrero sees paintings everywhere, from street curbs and traffic signs to the painted trees and 
stones which proliferate in his native San José, Costa Rica. It is this examination of how color, shapes and 
signs define the urban environment that is vital to his practice as a painter.  Through this consideration, he 
builds environments that enable him to escape the limitations of painting while still remaining in dialogue 
with its elemental origins. 
Herrero’s exhibitions are often total environments; visual poems created with signs, symbols, and colors, 

Untitled, oil and acrylic on canvas, 2019



which are intended to be absorbed sensually rather than intellectually. As the artist notes, “I tend to think of 
color as sound and volume, or give it properties like weight.” Deeply rooted in the body’s relationship to form 
and the built environment, Herrero acknowledges the rich historical lineages of midcentury abstraction and 
Latin American formalism, while moving beyond and outside these traditions to the world of contemporary 
realism. 

The works in the exhibition range from intimately scaled canvases and immersive, site-specific wall painting 
to cast concrete sculptures the artist refers to as volumes. Responding to the existing architecture of the 
gallery, Herrero reveals latent interstitial shapes and forms that materialize elsewhere into the sculptural 
objects.  The exuberant intensity of the canvases and installations gain a new dimension when juxtaposed 
with the volumes.  In Herrero’s distinctive, light-filled palette, planes of pigment settle into irregular shapes. 
These forms, coupled with the wall painting, map the visitor’s path through the exhibition.  Collectively 
the paintings, volumes and installation create a rich vocabulary that explores the sensory and pictorial 
properties of painting.

Federico Herrero (b. 1978, San José, Costa Rica) has presented solo exhibitions and public installations 
in São Paulo; San Francisco; Dusseldorf, Germany; Kanazawa, Japan; Tokyo; Mexico City; and London. 
Recent major institutional projects include Tempo aberto, Museu de Arte Contemporânea de Niterói, São 
Paulo (2019); Open Envelope, Witte de With, Rotterdam, the Netherlands (2018); and Alphabet, a site-specific 
installation for the atrium of the Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago (2018). Herrero received the Young 
Artist’s Prize at the 49th Venice Biennale (2001) and his work is in the permanent collection of numerous 
institutions including the Tate Modern, London, UK;  Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofía, 
Madrid, Spain; and the Guggenheim Museum, New York, NY. Herrero is also the founder of Despacio, a 
contemporary art space in his native San José, which is an important force in the continued development of 
Central America’s artistic voice. He lives and works in San José, Costa Rica.

For inquiries regarding Federico Herrero, please contact Paula Naughton at pnaughton@jamescohan.com 
or 212.714.9500.

For press inquiries, please contact Sarah Stengel at sstengel@jamescohan.com or 212.714.9500. 


