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XU ZHEN ® 
Movement Field
OPENING RECEPTION: SATURDAY, MARCH 3, 6-8 PM

James Cohan will present Movement Field, an exhibition of work by XU ZHEN®️ at the 
gallery’s Lower East Side location from Saturday, March 3 through Sunday, April 8, 2018. 
The exhibition will present new sculptures and wall-works alongside the immersive 
installation Movement Field. This is the fourth solo exhibition of work by XU ZHEN®️ at 
James Cohan. The gallery will host an opening reception on Saturday, March 3 from 6-8 
PM. 

Movement Field is a series of installations initiated in 2013 by XU ZHEN®️ that act as 
an ongoing exploration of protest and popular expression. XU ZHEN®️ creates the 
installations using white pebbles and green grass to create a network of criss-crossing 
but delineated paths, which diagram the route of several protests throughout the globe. 
In this exhibition, pathways and sod-covered ramps transform the entire gallery space. 
The intersecting trails are visually appealing but do not indicate a single way of moving 
through the space. There is no logical end point. The aesthetic confusion of the trails 



reflects the frenetic energy - and frequent frustration - of large or small protests.  Although the paths 
are inspired by actual marches, the artist insists that the demonstrations remain unidentified so that no 
iteration of the project is privileged by its historical antecedent. 

XU ZHEN®️ uses installations of Movement Field as a platform to present other related artworks. I Believe 
the Sun is the Center of the Universe is made from mirror-finished stainless steel and metal chains. The 
metal chains spell out various phrases pulled from political cartoons such as, “Stop Privacy Invasion!” 
or “I’m not allowed to answer that.” The saturated composition of I Believe the Sun is the Center of 
the Universe reflects the rapid sharing and consumption of the digital age, yet the work demonstrates 
how small, seemingly incongruous, pieces of information blend into a larger, more holistic picture.  
The exhibition also features works from the Eternity series by XU ZHEN®️, which are sculptural 
amalgamations of Eastern and Western art.  These works bridge cultures and time to create striking 
new forms. Eternity - Painted Terracotta Statue of Heavenly Guardian, Sleeping Muse combines an ancient 
Chinese statue with Constantin Brancusi’s Sleeping Muse. Three variations of this sculptures appear in 
different sizes throughout the gallery. The conscious reproducibility in work by XU ZHEN®️  is both a 
cynical critique of art’s commodification and an optimistic step towards its democratization. 
 
XU ZHEN®️ once wrote: “We all have the desire to take part in some kind of movement.” This 
movement can be in the form of action or opinion. In a world of mass communication and fragmented 
media, sensationalized headlines have led to a detachment from the art of debate in favor of dogma. In 
the Metal Language series, eye catching phrases play a more important role than the collective picture; 
and therefore, like the intersecting paths of Movement Field, people’s opinions tend to be preordained. 
Movement Field is an artwork, an exhibition platform, and a memorial, inviting visitors to commemorate 
the past and regard the future.  
 
Born in 1977, Xu Zhen has been the subject of solo exhibitions at the Kunsthaus Graz, Austria (2015); 
Long Museum, Shanghai, China (2015); Ullens Center for Contemporary Art, Beijing, China (2014); 
the Minsheng Museum, Shanghai, China (2012); Kunsthalle Bern, Switzerland (2011); and S.M.A.K., 
Gent, Belgium (2009); as well as major international group exhibitions such as the innaugural NGV 
Triennial, Melbourne, Australia (2017), 20th Biennale of Sydney, Australia (2016); Chinese artists at a time 
of Turbulence and Transformation, Fondation Louis Vuitton, Paris (2016); Contemporary Art from China, 
Qatar Museums Gallery Al Riwaq, Doha, Qatar (2016) and New Collection, Centre Pompidou, Paris (2015) 
15 Rooms, co-curated by Klaus Biesenbach and Hans-Ulrich Obrist, Art Basel (2014); the 12th Biennale 
de Lyon (2013); Art of Change, Hayward Gallery, UK (2012); Performa07, New York (2007); the 10th 
International Istanbul Biennial (2007). He was also included in the 49th Venice Biennale (2001), and the 
51st Venice Biennale (2005). He lives and works in Shanghai, China.

Please contact Yvonne Zhou for inquiries regarding XU ZHEN®️ at yzhou@jamescohan.com or 
212.714.9500.
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