M O D E R N p A| N -|— E R S Garcia, Carnelia, “Interview: Yun-Fei Ji,” Modern Painters, April 2010.

FIELD GUIDE

NEW YORK

JAMESCOHAN

At firstglance,the artist Yun-
F'er Ji's works seem famrliar
Wththeir black inklinesand
faded watercol or on Xian
paper.theylook like classical
Chinese pamtings.But exam-
ine themmore closely, andout
of the trees and shrubs step
aneeue cast of characters.
MistakmgEach Other for
Ghosts, 2007 .for exampl e,con-
tains a wolf lickingahuman
face, a brrd-headed creature
witha humanbody,a woman
wrtha forlorncountenance.
Thispamtingappearsina
show of the samenameJr's
second soloouting,atJames
CohanthroughMarch27.All
the works drsplayed refer to
the 17th-centuryauthor Pu
Songling'sghoststories,wrth
their mvocationof classical
Chinese pamtmg,tocritque
Chrna's socialdispanties
andgovernmentcorruption.
CARNELIA GARCIA spoke With
Jr whorecently movedto
Brooklyn-aboutghosts,
satrre, and workmgwrth
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THROUGH MAR. 27 Your grandmother told you ghost
JAMESCOHAN COM
stofles as you were growmg up Wh1ch
was your favofite?
TOSHO 1 NG Iwas told of this lake where chtidren

swam but got stuck. Their spints have
to find substitutes to get out of the
lake. So Iwould pass by th1s lake
when Iwas a chtld and was terribly
S T frightened of a One tme Isaw a hat
8 Nasher Museum of floating on It, and it started to slowly
Art at Duke UmvetStty move toward me. Iran away because I
North Carolina
MAR. 25-JUL25 really thought llwas a ghost! But, of
NASHER.DUKE EOU course.a was JUSt the wind blowtng 1t
How dtd you start usmg ghost stones

m yoursrt?
luse ghosts as metaphors because
its an easy way to sattnze human
problems and issues. One story that 1
drew from was about thts student who went to Beijmg to
meet the emperorto become an offictal, but because he was
ugly. he was refected.And because of that he killed himself
He went to the underworld and was told that he seemed to
be a capable candidate to be an OffiCia so he returned to
the hvmg world to spread his story among the ghosts who
hve among humans. That knd of story made me think about
real issues insociety.

Stnce you've returned to Chma to work, what tssues

have you observed?
1went to Guangzhouprovince and visited blue-jean facto-
nes. There's a citynear Shenzhen where 70 percent of blue
jeans are made.1 saw the workersand met withthe owners
to see how the government served different people on
different levels. Forme th1s was a very fruttful penodin terms
of 1deas.

In your show you mclude some drawmgs you made after

ViSttmg LOUIStana followmg Humcane Katnna
I'saw thiS natural desaster as an example of government
failure. And after the financialcollapse, | saw Simllarties-
how the government falled to do 1tsjob as a watchdog. Ws
very disproportionate in both cases how the people who put
tnall the work paldthe pnce, and the people who benefited
from all the work paid no price.

Your new sritst s book. Mtgrants from the Three Gorges

Dam-beautifully presented m the form of a scroll -was

ponted at the famous Rongbaozhat studiO. How

was that expertence? And how long d1d the scroll

rake to make?
It was really an honor to work with this prestigious stud10,
wh1ch makes woodblock pnnts 1t developedmore than a
thousand years ago MOM..commissioned me to make an
artsst's book and put me 1n contact with the studio. It took
more than a year of coUaborahng to finish the book

What 1s your process /lke?
Istartmy work with many small draw.ngs 1npencil. Ihave
them all on the studiO wall,hundreds of them: Ihve with
them_l start to work on my painting when Ireally want to see
sometheng +n pamt. My medtum 1S+nk and watercolor. What
draws me to It isthat painting and wntmg are very much the
same thing. Rather than patnt a tree. Iwillwnte a tree or a
figure.And wnhng with the brush 1sa very 1nteresting and
diffiCUlt thing.
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The art worldts filled wtth
awards homdependably
controversialones hke the
Turner Pnze andHugo Boss
Pt1zato amb1t1ousupstarts
hkethe $150.000 Wolgm
Pnze.mauguratedlast year
Solt'seasytobecymcal
aboutUkratmanartcollec
tor Victor Pmchuk'splans
tomsututeanother annual
trophy Fortunately,h1s
FutureGeneranonArt Pnze
has some unusualtWISts

For ona, 1t's egal:tartan:
anyone 35 yearsor younger
can apply by submmmgart
throughthepnze's WebSite.
The reward|Salsoremark-
ably generous a $100.000
check.anexhibitionat the
btlhonane's K1ev museum.
thePmchukArtCentre(PAC).
andprofessionaimentonng
by loU! of hislavonteartists.
Dam1ienHust,JeflKoons.
Takash1Murakami.and
AndreasGursky. Soma of
art'sb1ggestguns mcludmg
curators Okwut Enwezor
andRobertStorr and 2011
Vemce B1ennalod!Tector
Dan eB1rnbaum.wiiiselect
awmner Iromashorthsto!
20apphcant.swhow1libe
leaturedmaDecember2010
groupshowatPAC G1venthe
remarkablenames mvolvad-
tha adviSory boardmcludes
EltonJohn,Guggenheim
duectOIR1chard Armstrong.
andM:ucclaPrada- that
luckyarustw1llalsorecetve
unprecedented""'elsor
attentiOn LPtshopehe or
shelsready —AA
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FUTUAEGENEAATIONARTPRIZE ORO

1n2009thepubhc w:.go1vVAl
thetask of selecungwh1ch
ormore than 2.400emnes
wouldsnagthe £25.000
ThreadneedlePnze for
pamtmgandsculpture set-
thngonSheilaWalhs'sml
oncanvasSelfPouran This
year.for theBrmshcontest's
thnded1t1on. thatdutyhas
fallento threeiudae)>— I<av-|
Bray.aSSIStartcuratorat

the NauonalGallery,Dav1d
Rayson.professor of

at thaRoyal!Collega
andM1chaelSandie |
oftheRoyaBrmsh
Sculptors-whowtllcurate
ashow of the subm1ss1ons.
to runfrom September 2
through 18at London'sMall
GaJ:enes Thepubhcwtll
sttllhave arolehowever.
vounglor the wmner of the
new(10.000 VISi tors-Cho1ce;
award.aswellasthas1x
runners-up,who willeach
receiva(1,000.Contestants.
whomusthve or work11ithe
U Kmay regtsteronhne,
must submitongmalwork
byMay 17.mthecase of
sculpture,andJune 1. or
pamungs. -CG
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