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ols, and sundry plants and body parts erupt from the fish's head. The surface is

carefully dotted with bead-like patterns of paint. The adjacent head is configured out of

cutout pictures of anatomy—intestines inside of legs, the endocrine system inside of the

533 WEST 26TH STREET NEW YORK 10001 TEL 212 714 9500 FAX 212 714 9510 WWW.JAMESCOHAN.COM



JamMEs CoHAN (GALLERY

Much larger and hung in a separate room, £fipper(2008) is full of patterns: sine and cosine
waves of tiny clippings of hands, flowers, eyes, butterflies, mouths, birds, and gems—all of
which Tomaselli has cadged from print matter. The pictures embedded within the black
rectangle vie with painted patterns on the surface, while registering cohesively as sound
waves from afar.

More than a master of making, both painter and collagist, Tomaselli is a consummate
taxonomist. This work is as much about amassing and organizing pictures as it is about high
craft: his brilliantly obsessive collections of images-as-parts—notebooks of cutout noses,
hands, mouths, dimples, birds, flowers, each then categorized according to size and color.

Beyond representation this body of work is also about real stuff, or shall | say stash?
Tomaselli embeds in his surfaces actual pills (MDMA or ecstasy) and marijuana leaves
along side swirls of cutout pictures of flora and fauna, though none soillicit are on display
at the Modern.
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